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We went to the castle, which is strong and fair, and
so is the town-house, built on the bridge which unites
the two towns. Here are schools and an University for
the Jurists.

The whole town is handsomely built of that excellent
stone so well known by that name in England. I was
led to a pretty garden, planted with hedges of alaternus,
having at the entrance a screen at an exceeding height,
accurately cut in topiary work, with well understood
architecture, consisting of pillars, niches, friezes, and other
ornaments, with great curiosity; some of the columns
curiously wreathed, others spiral, all according to art.

28th March, 1644. We went toward Paris, lying the
first-night at Evreux, a Bishop's seat, an ancient town,
with a fair cathedral; so the next day we arrived at Paris.

ist April, 1644. I went to see more exactly the rooms
of the fine Palace of Luxemburg, in the Fauxbourg St.
Germains, built by Mary di Medicis, and I think one of
the most noble, entire, and finished piles that is to be
seen, taking it with the garden and all its accomplish-
ments. The gallery is of the painting of Rubens, being
the history of the Foundress's Life, rarely designed; at
the end of it is the Duke of Orleans' library, well fur-
nished with excellent books, all bound in maroquin and
gilded, the valance of the shelves being of green velvet,
fringed with gold. In the cabinet joining to it are only
the smaller volumes, with six cabinets of medals, and an
excellent collection of shells and agates, whereof some
are prodigiously rich. This. Duke being very learned in
medals and plants, nothing of that kind escapes him.
There are other spacious, noble, and princely furnished
rooms, which look toward the gardens, which are nothing
inferior to the rest.

The court below is formed into a square by a corridor,
having over the chief entrance a stately cupola, covered
with stone: the rest is cloistered and arched on pilasters
of rustic work. The terrace ascending before the front,
paved with white and black marble, is balustered with
white marble, exquisitely polished.

Only the hall below is low, and the staircase somewhat
of a heavy design, but the facia toward the parterre
which is also arched and vaulted with stone, is of admir-
able beauty and full of sculpture.nobleiddle of it, great trees and bushes,
